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Cooperatives

What & Why



Welcome to the 
tip of the 
Ϛ:ŧŧƀĢƃÿƏńƨĢ 
eĘĢėĢƃĸϛ γ



What do we mean 
when we say 
ϚĘŧŧƀĢƃÿƏńƨĢƇϛε 



Cooperative Principles
Å Open and Voluntary Membership

Å Democratic Member Control

Å Membersô Economic Participation

Å Autonomy and Independence

Å Education, Training, and Information

Å Cooperation Among Cooperatives

Å Concern for Community



A Type of Business... 
1. Owned by its Users ï

Those participating in the business own it, not outside shareholders or investors.

2. Governed by its Users ï
Each member has a vote in major business decisions and electing representatives.

3. Exists for User benefits ï
Focus on service to users, not profit to shareholders. Any profits are distributed 
equitably among users.



Prior to colonization, we had equitable 
economies and practices in place based 
upon:

ǒ Cooperation

ǒ Sharing

ǒ Hospitality

ǒ Responsibility for the Common 
Welfare of All

How does the Cooperative Relate 
to Tribal Communities



Accumulated community weath 
redistributed to ensure community wide 
survival and prosperty

This is why the cooperative business 
model closely aligns with the principles 
and values of the UmoŴhoŴNation.

Demonstrated by the 
Practice of the Give Away



Ocean Spray is 

an agricultural 

cooperative

https://youtu.be/A

bNthoN8iA8

Defector is a 

cooperative sports & 

culture media outlet

Many Cooperative Businesses! 
Roots4Change is a 

cooperative of Latina and 

Indigenous Doulas and 

Community Health Workers

https://youtu.be/AbNthoN8iA8

